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Another  "batch  of  questions  is  here  waiting  for  reply  today.    And  another 
hatch  of  answers  to  these  questions  come  from  workers  of  the  United  States 
Department  of  Agriculture. 

The  first  question  is  about  how  much  food  this  country  can  produce.  The 
letter  says:     "Can  American  farmers  produce  enough  food  so  people  in  the  United 
States  can  have  an  adequate  diet  and  still  have  enough  food  left  d^er  to  lfc^et  the 
needs  of  Great  Britain?" 

Here's  how  Secretary  of  Agriculture  Wickard  recently  answered  that  question. 
He  said:     "If  we  have  just  ordinary  growing  weather,  I  think  we  can  avoid  the 
meatless  days  and  milkless  days  of  the  first  World  War.     There  may  be  times  when 
we  may  wish  we  had  more  of  certain  foods.    It  is  conceivable,  of  course,  that  we 
might  even  have  to  cut  down  on  consumption  on  one  or  two  commodities  for  brief 
periods.     But  generally  speaking,  unless  we  have  a  drought  or  some  unforseen 
emergency,  we'll  have  enough  for  ourselves  and  Britain,  too." 

Now  here's  a  question  about  cheese  for  Great  Britain.    A  housewife  asks: 
"Is  it  true  that  people  in  this  country  can  help  England  by  eating  less  cheese?" 

Yes,  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  recently  appealed  to  people  in  the  United 
States  to  cut  down  the  amount  of  cheese  they  eat  so  more  cheese  can  go  to  Great 
Britain. 
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The  Secretary  said:     The  people  of  this  6ountry  have  never  considered  cheese 
such  an  essential  part  of  their  diet  as  the  British  have.     While  our  stocks  of 
cheese  are  29  million  pounds  ahead  of  what  we  had  a  year  ago,  the  British  are  in 
the  market  for  considerable  quantities  of  this  nutritious  food.     Of  course,  we 
don't  want  families  using  cheese  as  an  essential  part  of  the  diet  to  cut  down  by 
any  great  amount.     But  many  families  eat  only  moderate  amounts  of  cheese,  and 
have  incomes  large  enough  to  "buy  other  foods  in  place  of  cheese  without  lowering 
the  nutritive  value  of  their  diets. 

The  Secretary  went  on  to  say:     In  addition  to  cheese  from  the  United  States, 
the  British  are  drawing  \ipon  the  Dominions  for  as  much  as  possible.    People  who 
ask  what  they  can  do  to  help  in  defense  now  have  at  least  one  answer.     They  can 
cut  down  on  the  cheese  they  eat  to  leave  more  for  the  British.     The  Secretary 
points  out  that  while  there  appears  to  have  been  a  satisfactory  increase  in  total 
milk  production,  not  enough  has  gone  into  cheese  and  evaporated  milk. 

The  Department  of  Agriculture  has  also  asked  manufacturers  of  dry  skim  milk 
to  use  as    much  as  possible  for  human  food.    Each  year  about  a  hundred  million 
pounds  of  dry  skim  milk  go  into  feeds  for  animals.    Much  of  this  might  go  iito 
human  food. 

So  much  for  the  question  about  milk  and  cheese. 

Sfow  for  one  about  eggs  and  poultry.    A  housewife  says  she  has  heard  this 
country  needs  more  eggs.     She  has  decided  to  have  a  backyard  poultry  flock.  And 
she  wants  information  on  the  best  and  most  scientific  methods  of  looking  after 
such  a  flock. 

The  answer  for  this  lady — or  anyone  else  with  a  backyard  poultry  flock — 
is  a  bulletin  just  published  by    the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture.     The  bulletin 
is  called  "Poultry  Keeping  in  Back  Yards."    The  poultry  scientists  have  .just 
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"brought  this  standard  "bulletin  up  to  date  and  published  this  new  edition.  As 
long  as  the  free  supply  lasts,  a  copy  is  yours  for  the  asking.  Just  write  to 
the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture  in  Washington,  D.  C.  and  ask  for  "Poultry 
Keeping  in  Back  Yards,"  Farmers'  Bulletin  Ho.  1508. 

How  the  last  letter  up  for  answer  today  wants  to  know  when  the  ITational 
4-H  Club  of  farm  "boys  and  girls  has  its  yearly  camp  in  Washington. 

The  answer  is:    Right  now.     The  camp  opened  officially  yesterday,  June  18, 
and  will  continue  to  June  25.    One  hundred  seventy-three  farm  "boys  and  girls 
from  43  States  and  Alaska  are  already  camping  in  tents  near  the  Washington 
Monument  "bolide  the  Tidal  Basin  where  they  camp  each  year.     This  is  the  15th 
annual  camp.    And  these  173  youngsters  were  chosen  "by  their  States  to  represent 
the  one  and  a  half  million  members  of  the  Club.     These  boys  and  girls  meet  each 
day  to  discuss  rural  youth's  responsibility  in  the  present  crisis.    They  also 
are  learning  about  the  work  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  by  first-hand  obser- 
vation.   And  they  are  visiting  points  of  historical  interest  in  and  around  Wash- 
ington. 

That's  all  from  the  question-box  today.    Listen  for  more  questions  on 
Tuesday  next. 


